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Old age club garden under Ikamva La Bantu.

This garden started in March 2007. Mr. Dlabongo, a representative of an old age club in Nyanga, was sponsored by Ikamva La Bantu NGO to attend a training course in March, 2007.
He and his fellow club members have transformed a former desert into a productive green pantry. They plan to use the vegetables to eat and to sell.

Dear Friends, time has ﬂown and more than a
year has passed since you last received the
newsletter! But as you will see, our work carries
on and there is much progress. In this newsletter you will read about some projects which
we can say are fully sustainable – they have
been going many years with minimal support
and they manage to sort out most of their own
problems. We also show others (like the Old
Age Club garden above) who are very new and
have made a brave start with abounding hope.
Yet others are striving to earn more money.
Most of the projects, despite being themselves
under pressure to survive, try also to help
others in need with gifts of fresh vegetables.
Often enough, a permanent and healthy way
of life linked to nature can be found which
quietly rediates out into wider community.
These little miracles add up and a wider
gardening movement is growing, especially now
that government agencies are also providing
help. Abalimi‘s contribution is, as always, to
prepare the way. We also help the projects to
move towards sustainability by providing ongoing training. By being our Friend, you are
part of these many little miracles.
Best regards,
Rob Small – for Abalimi.

URBAN AGRICULTURE PROJECTS
ABALIMI SUPPORTED 65 PROJECTS WITH 341 TRAINING AND SUPPLY INTERVENTIONS, INCLUDING COURSES
IN BASIC VEGETABLE GARDENING AND AGRIPLANNER.

HLUMANI GARDEN, Khayelitsha
Hlumani means “growing bigger”. Sixteen community
members started Hlumani garden in A-Section,
Khayelitsha in 1994 and it is (as far as we know) the very
first community garden established in the townships of
Cape Town!
Never having worked in a garden before the community
members got support from the Quaker Peace Centre
(QPC) which then applied to Abalimi. Abalimi trained
the very first members in a gardening course, assisted
QPC to plan the garden and also contributed a watering
system. Meanwhile QPC fundraised money to fence the
land and supported the gardeners with tools, compost,
seeds, seedlings and training in permaculture.
QPC, after years of support, left Hlumani Garden 3
years ago and things became difficult for it’s members.
Suddenly they had to prove that they are strong enough
to survive on their own. But they worked hard and now
the garden carries on independently.
Today, most of the pioneers of the garden passed
away, but more people joined the garden. There are
currently 44 members! All pensioners or unemployed.
The gardening is an extra support and sometimes the only
source of income.
Hlumani garden follows a strict system of group
organisation which works well and helped them to
become sustainable. An important part of this is that
the gardeners grow their own seedlings and build big
compost piles on their land.
If you would like to visit or support the Hlumani
gardeners, please call Cornelius Tlasedi on
073 88 09 573.

FEZEKA MASICENDANE COMMUNITY GARDEN,
Guguletu
Fezeka Masicendane - currently one of the largest
Abalimi- supported community gardens, was started in
Guguletu township in 1999.
We are happy to note that Fezeka garden is the second Abalimisupported garden to win the valuable “Female Farmer of the
Year” award. This award is given annually by the Department
of Agriculture. In the previous year it was the Masithandane
community garden which won the tough competition.

Fezeka project members and Abalimi’s Vatiswa Dunjana (middle)
rejoice about the “Female Farmer of the Year” award from
Department of Agriculture in August, 2006

AYAZAMA COMMUNITY GARDEN, Crossroads
A special handpump was installed in March 2007 at the
Ayazama community garden, which is situated at the burns
clinic in Crossroads, Nyanga. We hope to install more handpumps at other small community gardens in future. This
pump is special, because it is very robust and water comes out
quickly. The pump was ably installed by ‘De Wet’s Wellpoints
CC’ and sponsored by the Oeser N/O Fund.

Hlumani Garden before

Hlumani Garden after

VUKUZENZELE COMMUNITY GARDEN,
Khayelitsha

ETAFENI COMMUNITY CENTRE GARDEN,
Nyanga

TSIKARONG GARDEN, Khayelitsha
To help their community with healthy organic food,
Mathabo Manganeng and four other women started
the Tsikarong garden in the grounds of Bulumko
High School in Khayelitsha in 2002. When they went
to Abalimi’s Garden Centre in Khayelitsha to buy
seedlings and compost they got to know about the
support Abalimi can offer to them and in the same year
took part in Abalimi’s training.
Once ﬁve members, now only two women are left
working together on the big plot. Mathabo is proud to
offer her three children and husband healthy nutrition.
“They like the vegetables!” she says. The two woman
stay in the garden the whole day and people know that
they can come and buy there. Besides taking food home
and selling to make some money the two gardeners also
donate food to pensioners.
They are aiming to extend and improve their garden area
within the school grounds. For this they are hoping to
obtain a new internal fence (to prevent occasional casual
theft) as well as more tools. They also aim to begin selling
their organic vegetables outside the townships.

Mr. Vusumzi Makabeni with the children

Etafeni community garden is a part of the “Income
Generation” program at Etafeni Community Centre,
along with sewing, craft making and child day care
activities. The garden provides vegetables for lunch to 35
female participants as well as 80 children, who attend the
day care. All of the children are infected or affected by HIV.
The surplus of the vegetable harvest is donated to the
parents of the children. Teresa Lumani, the coordinator of
“Income Generation” tells, “The centre promotes healthy
living and nutrition, so the vegetable garden is an important
part of this promotion”.
Abalimi has supported the garden since 2003. Abalimi helped
them to solve the main problem of heavy clay ground and
has supported them with follow-up consulting. Abalimi also
provided the newly employed caretaker Mr.Vusumzi Makabeni
with agricultural training and gardening resources.
Within the “Income Generation” program the garden
caretaker transfers his skills to the women, who are involved
in the garden. According to Mrs. Lumani, participation in
the gardening project encouraged the women to start their
own home gardens, where they apply their new agricultural
experiences. In order to transmit these skills to more
participants, the coordinator hopes to use the ground at the
back of the building, which would double the gardening area
with more plots, assigned to each group.

Members of Vukuzenzele Community Garden
with a male helper

Vukuzenzele Community Garden at Matthew
Goniwe School in Khayelitsha was established in 2003.
Five members, all unemployed, organised to work together.
They had previously been farming illegally in wetlands
alongside the highway. Their main aim is to sell organic
vegetables to the community for affordable prices, create
jobs for themselves and assure income for their families.
Three of them have to support their unemployed husbands
at home, and the other two do not want to depend on
their children’s income any more. The improvement of their
own health and that of their beloved ones was another
motivation for starting a vegetable garden. Besides that,
Vukuzenzele women want to be an example of a uniﬁed team
which helps those in need, such as the sick and the old.
When they began, their garden was only 100m2, but
today the garden area is 500m2. With the the help of
Lottery Fund via Abalimi in March 2006, the garden was
properly fenced to keep goats, chickens and casual thieves
out. In December 2006 they also got support from the City
of Cape Town, which donated a brand new container now
used as an ofﬁce and meeting room. City of Cape Town and
the Department of Agriculture also supported the garden
with other tools and equipment such as a hose pipe, 4 chairs,
watering cans, a wheel barrow and hand tools. To increase
their self-sustainability the gardeners now make their own
seedlings and some of their compost.
Vukuzenzele Community Garden is one of two Abalimi
gardens which are becoming organically certiﬁed, as part of
Abalimi’s Organic Marketing Pilot Project sponsored by
the Ackerman Pick’n’Pay Foundation. At the beginning the
Vukuzenzele women were sceptical about the certiﬁcation
process and changes, which could interfere with their work
routine. They had to use certiﬁed seedlings and compost
and keep accurate records, what they did not do before.
But the products spoke for themselves and when the
gardeners saw that there was no difference in the work
process they were completely convinced. Now the women
are sure that the strict record keeping is worth it and they are
very happy about the certiﬁcation, because it means that the
quality of their vegetables is good and it gives them more
recognition. Therefore they can sell their crops to organic
markets and supermarkets for the best prices. The women
are also determined to ﬁnd more land near to where they
live, as the 500m2 plot is not enough to create jobs for them
all.
We as Abalimi are very proud of the Vukuzenzele Community
Garden and would like to honour the women’s commitment
and effort.

Mathabo Manganeng

A BASIC TRAINING IN AGRICULTURE, March 2007
Yet another basic training in Agriculture run by Abalimi took place simultaneously in Khayelitsha and Nyanga Garden Centres
from 27th to 30th of March this year. This course was one of many others given during the year and is a good example of what
normally takes place. Our trainers warmly welcomed participants from Delta NGO and Ikamva La Bantu NGO, as well as various
Community Groups and Individuals. Overall 43 participants took part in the four day workshop, 18 trainees at the Khayelitsha
Garden Centre and 25 at the Nyanga Garden Centre, where they were trained by Abalimi’s Liziwe Stoﬁle, Nolusindiso Magqungu
and Vatiswa Dunjana.
The course as usual was divided into four sections: on the ﬁrst day the trainees were informed about Abalimi, shared
experiences and discussed what they already knew. Next day the group got practical training in making a trench bed: basic
rules of bed preparation, transplantation of the seedlings, direct sowing and seedling production. After that the focus fell on
productivity enrichment through crop rotation, composting, liquid manure and wind breaks. The last day was devoted to
familiarization with record keeping, agreements over their land, pest and disease management and food preparation.
The course provides trainees with the necessary information to work on their plots. A demonstration is run afterwards on their
sites by an Abalimi ﬁeldworker to give them start up help. Seasonal on-site follow-up support is also offered. At the end of the
Abalimi Agriculture training every trainee gets a certiﬁcate conﬁrming their participation in the course.
To enquire about joining an Abalimi Agriculture course, please contact Abalimi at info@abalimi.org.za.

MRS. BOKOLO’S HOME GARDEN, Nyanga

Trainees in Khayelitsha (left) and Nyanga (right) March 2007

Mrs. Bokolo in her home garden

In 1999 Mrs. Bokolo started working in Nolukhanyo Women’s
Leadership and Development, an Abalimi partner project.
Abalimi supported her and Nolukhanyo with training and
resources to start and run a small community garden in a
nearby school.
When this garden had to close due to water problems at the school,
and as many of the vegetables that one can buy at the nearby
market are old and rotten, Mrs. Bokolo decided to grow her own
fresh vegetables at home in 2005. She loves planting and, as her garden
proves, she has green ﬁngers. “It’s good for the body and keeps you
healthy”, she testiﬁes.With some of her vegetables she also helps people
who are infected by HIV, the elderly and other people from her street.
Furthermore, she recently initiated a home gardening club in her
neighbourhood. Since 2006 she started working part-time for

Abalimi as an animator, which includes record keeping, giving
on-site support to community projects and helping to run the
Abalimi Garden Centre in Nyanga.
“I’m ready to open new things” Mrs Bokolo says. She would like
to get a big plot where she could plant enough vegetables to
make a living. She would also like to go to Transkei and teach
people about gardening. Mrs. Bokolo stays in Nyanga/New Crossroads. She has 6 children from age 18 to 29 (4 of whom were
adopted after her sister died) and 3 grandchildren. One of Mrs.
Bokolo’s other talents is beading. She became a real expert in
bead work after attending a training course a few years ago.
That allows her not only to make her own jewellery but also to
teach other people about it. Mrs. Bokolo mostly sells her bead
necklaces and brooches to the community or in town.

CHITHINDLALA COMMUNITY GARDEN, Khayelitsha
Chithindlala Community Garden started in 1996. Chithindlala means “to destroy hunger”. The garden is situated
on the grounds of Homba Primary School in Khayelitsha . Social workers had visited Homba Primary school and
came up with an idea of having a vegetable garden in the back of the school. This was to provide the school’s soup
kitchen with fresh vegetables and to offer children healthy nutrition.
Selina Mose, mother of four children attending the school and four other parents picked up the idea. The idea was welcomed by
the school principal with open arms. Introduced to Abalimi by the social workers, the Chithindlala Garden members soon took
part in a basic training course, followed with working demonstrations by Abalimi’s ﬁeldworkers. Abalimi also installed a wellpoint
and taps. Now there are ten members, all unemployed or pensioners, and the garden is their main activity.
In 2005, encouraged by Abalimi, the members applied to the Department of Agriculture for assistance to extend the garden. As a
result a new fence and irrigation system have been installed. The Garden is independent now and seldom needs Abalimi’s help.
Besides providing the school with vegetables, they also sell to the community, give their crops to sick people and take some
home to their families. The money they earn is taken to the post ofﬁce and only used if the group faces very serious and urgent
problems. In future they hope also to sell their vegetables outside the township.
Today Selina Mose is one of only two founding members who still work in the garden. Her children left Homba primary school
long ago, but she stayed and today her three grandchildren attend the school and proﬁt from the vegetable garden. The members
state that their patience is one of the reasons for their persistence. “There is always hope. You just must be patient.” they say.
For the future Selina Mose and her colleagues wish to give more people information about gardening and encourage them to
follow their example. They believe that gardening makes a person strong and gives self-conﬁdence.

Chithindlala Community Garden (before and after)

URBAN GREENING PROJECTS

SUMMARY: 15 GREENING PROJECTS WERE ASSISTED, MAINLY WITH FOLLOW-UP. 1071 INDIGENOUS TREES
AND PLANTS WERE PLANTED AT HOME AND COMMUNITY GARDENS.

KHULISA PLANT PROJECT, Philippi
A dream of developing an income generation project in the form
of a nursery started for a group of women in October 2004.
As part of South African Homeless Peoples Federation these
women by means of saving schemes and government subsidies
have build their own ﬁre resistant brick houses in Ekuphumleni
community, Hazeldean Farm, Philippi, after moving from shacks
in Site C, Khayelitsha. At the time the women who are single
parents had no income and decided to start a nursery to grow
indigenous plants. The Community Organisation Resource Centre
or “CORC”, an NGO working within these communities, supported
the project with start-up funding for resources such as seeds, soil
mixes, bags and training.
Dave Golding, horticulturist and Abalimi friend, was contracted
to train and mentor the group. After his contract was ﬁnished,
Dave stayed on as a volunteer. He sees the project’s potential to
become a viable income generation project, and has deep trust in
the core member’s commitment.
In the beginning the group did not have land for their project.
But they still managed to grow ﬁve different types of

indigenous plants! Close on 6000 plants were ‘baggedup’, and then stored and cared for in the member’s own
home gardens. Slowly the plants have been sold. In October
2006, the members secured a piece of land adjacent to the
Derek Hanekom Community Centre, which is sited on the
Hazeldean Farm in Philippi. With part funds from sales and
part donations, they managed to fence the area.
Encouragingly, an agreement has been established to grow
plants on an informal contract basis for a Shadowlands
nursery. Abalimi Bezekhaya was approached and with the
help of funds provided from B.P. South Africa the project
has been supported to develop the infrastructure in the nursery.
The members admit that it is a slow process with intermittent
income and some members left for this reason. But a core group
of three members have committed themselves to the project
and keep working hard to make it successful.They are keen
to recruit more members from the community as time goes on.
To visit or to orderindigenous plants call Mama
Mgdezi 073 30 93 121

Khulisa Plant Project before

Khulisa Plant Project after

CASA DEL SORRISO, Philippi
Safe Home for Abused Women and their Children

Casa Del Sorriso by doing the landscaping around the building.
They planted trees, bushes and sowed grass. Abalimi also
gave a basic training to the care-taker and assisted with
establishment of a Flow Form water fountain in the yard.
“We are grateful for that idea. We love it.” Nomfanelo says.
To visit or support the centre please contact Nomfanelo
Plaatjie or any available counsellor at 021 374 0800; 074
111 2442 or E-mail sizakuyenza@gmail.com

Initiated by the Italian NGO Cesvi, Casa Del Sorriso (meaning
“House of the Smile”) is a shelter for abused women and their
children in Philippi township. The building also hosts a community
Centre where information, testing, counselling and practical
help is provided on HIV/AIDS, domestic violence and
vulnerable children. In January/February 2007 Abalimi supported

Casa Del Sorriso (before and after)

Nontsebenziswano Educare Centre children and care takers

NONTSEBENZISWANO EDUCARE CENTRE,
Philippi
The main goal of the Nontsebenziswano educare garden,
established in 2004 with the help of Abalimi, is to provide fresh
food for 119 small children, whose number is continuously
increasing. All 7 educare staff members work in the garden.
The educare also donates vegetables to the poorest parents
of the children as well as to the nearby Mzomomhle Clinic.
The Department of Agriculture recently recognized the
garden by providing a container for tools, propagation tunnels
and a new fence, which protects the garden from roaming
goats and chickens. The women are very happy about this
support as the small educare premises can now be cleared of
gardening equipment and used solely for child care. The
fence and the tunnels were very helpful to extend the
garden of about 200 m2 and have allowed the women to begin
making their own compost and seedlings. Since last season
they started to sell their vegetables via the Abalimi marketing
project. This helps them to pay for water and electricity and
also save to rebuild the old structure of the educare centre.
They plan to harvest their own water from the roof, and
reduce the use of municipal water.
Looking at the ﬂourishing garden Trenha Tali, one of the
project members, recollects that the establishment of it was not
so easy. Their rich farming experience, gained from living in the
Eastern Cape, seemed to be inapplicable in Philippi because
of its totally different sandy ground and climate. But Abalimi
helped the group to overcome these difﬁculties, and provided
them with training and follow-up as well as supporting them
with manure, to turn the sand into soil. Inspired by these new
experiences some staff members have started their home
backyard gardens, which help their families and neighbours
to maintain healthy family nutrition.

IMITHA YE LANGA PROJECT GARDEN,
Eerste Rivier

Thintelwa Cordelia Woniwe with children in the garden

Thintelwa Cordelia Woniwe is truly a person with a
very big heart. Besides being a single mother to her
own 2 kids, she provides another 11 orphans with a
home. She cares for them with love and warmth and
also manages to run a vegetable garden, to support
her extended family and serve the neighbourhood
with food.
Cordelia, who used to work as a domestic worker, hates
to see how some people treat their children by beating or
abandoning them. Therefore in year 2000 she started to
shelter kids from age 8 to 17, who were dumped by their
parents and looking for new home. Her own two children are
grown-up now: the oldest daughter moved out to the place
of her own and her 17-year-old son still goes to school.
In 2003 Cordelia and her kids moved out from her sister’s
place to their own house in Eerste Rivier. Struggling to
manage such a big household as a single parent, Cordelia
applied for support to the Feedback NGO, which
re-distributes excess food from shops and supermarkets. In
2005 Feedback started delivering food to Imitha ye Langa on
a regular basis, and also helped with pots and a new couch.
“When they have, they always give” Cordelia says.
Originally coming from Transkei in the Eastern Cape, Cordelia
got familiar with agriculture as a child and developed great passion
for planting and growing very early. Feedback suggested that
Cordelia, who is a dynamic gardener for seven years already,
take part in an Abalimi training course. Feedback paid
for the training as well as start-up seeds and seedlings,
manure and tools. Cordelia works hard in her garden and her
children like to help her too. The family sells vegetables locally
and also cooks them for the home pot. Cordelia dreams of
getting a bigger plot where she would start a soup kitchen in
which she would prepare and serve her fresh vegetables.
“I want my children to have a better life” says Cordelia. She puts
all her heart into caring for her children, but sometimes has
to take small outside jobs to be able to buy clothes, school
things and medical treatment. She also participated in a “Safe
Care and Foster Parent Training” course in 2006, where she
extended her child care knowledge. Cordelia has a strong
heart and gives an amazing example to many people. “It’s not
very hard when you put it in your heart”, she says.

Roll of honour

Thank you to all of our friends!
Please, see the insert for the full list.
The diversity and spread of ABALIMI’s friends is the result of 15
years of relationship building. This list covers the reporting period
of April 06 – March 07.
NOTE: if there is anyone who should be mentioned, or anyone
who no longer wishes to be mentioned, we will make amends.
We are deeply grateful for your partnership and commitment.
Every cent is efﬁciently utilised to deliver results. Audited ﬁnancial
statements are available on request.
Business People from NGK Ceramics with the Women
from Masithandane Community Garden in Guguletu

Abalimi Board:

Abalimi’s Governing Board are all volunteers, who together
hold ultimate legal and strategic responsibility for the
organization’s well being. Thobeka is the director of
Nolukhanyo Women’s Leadership and Development, one
of the very ﬁrst women’s development community organizations in the townships of Cape Town since elections
in 1994. Dave is a horticulturalist and was for many years
coordinator of Abalimi in the 1980’s and early 1990’s.
Gerrard is a “retired” chartered accountant, who joined
Abalimi in the late 1990’s. Rob is the former director, now
associate of Abalimi, and Nancy is a former school principal,
now education consultant. Abalimi is deeply grateful for their
loyalty and commitment to our mission over the years.

Team news:

We said goodbye to Nosisa Merile (Greening Fieldworker),
who now runs her own landscaping company. Also
departing were Mandy Qamata (Fieldwork Admin) and
Ruby Sigila (Front Office Admin), who both took jobs in
the corporate world. We welcomed Weziwe Dlwengu
(Field Worker), Tiko Mwambetania (Trainee Bookkeeper),
Noxolo Gamanda (Trainee Front Office Administrator)
and Cynthia Nkqayi (Animator). And we congratulate
Bridget Impey (Senior Fieldworker), who gave birth to a
beautiful baby girl in December.
NGK Ceramics came recently to visit some of the gardens they
sponsor. NGK gave a magniﬁcent grant which enabled Abalimi to
assist 38 community gardens so far!

Staff Training:

Abalimi continues to support its staff in developing
their skills and capacities. Various staff members
completed the following: Fundraising workshop conducted
by Greater Good SA, Cape Nature Conservation workshops on
invading plants, Pastel Payroll Training Course, Higher
Diploma in Adult Education, HIV/AIDS workshop, workshop
on Indigenous Food Crops at Elsenburg College, Stellenbosch,
conducted by Department of Agriculture, a Co-operatives
Workshop, Basic Financial Administration Course. Staff continue
with Agriplanner Training of Trainers and an Organisational
Development Training Course through Community Connections.

From left to right: Thobeka Nkohla (Chairperson), Dave Golding
(Vice Chair), Gerrard Wigram (Treasurer), Rob Small (Secretary),
Nancy Maqungo (Board Member)

MESSAGE FROM SIMON EGERT, founder of
the Cape Flats Tree Project
I walked up a rickety staircase to the ﬁrst ﬂoor, part of the
premises of the Catholic Welfare and Development, at that
time the ofﬁces of Abalimi Bezekhaya. The ﬁrst to greet me
was a huge dog and a friendly young lady – Fiona McKay, and
next to her busy as ever Rob Small. They seemed to have
been running Abalimi, which to this day is helping the people
of the Cape Flats to combat poverty by providing everything
to green the sandy wastelands, but in the main, teaching the
community to try and be self sufﬁcient. Downstairs I met
Dave Golding, who at the time was the head of Abalimi, but
spent much of his time on the Cape Flats working with the
community. All this was early 1991 when we all were trying
to achieve the goal of a new and free South Africa.
I felt that something needed to be done here, when on our
own doorstep we have the Cape Flats, with its desert-like
environment, where the planting of trees will help to transform
the Townships into a living, breathing land and improve the
environment for the whole population. I explained the whole
project to Abalimi and on the 16th of October 1991 the
Cape Flats Tree Project was launched, by planting the ﬁrst
tree, aimed at planting one million trees in the Townships.
We have not reached the million mark, but tens of thousands
of trees have been planted.
I congratulate Abalimi Bezekhaya for the amazing work over
the years. A very long way has been gone to green the Cape
Flats, build green parks, schools, community gardens and train
the community. Donate a tree and make a difference!

Special Mentions – Volunteers

Clare Linder, our wonderful volunteer who coordinates
the “plant growers group” came to visit Abalimi with the
other volunteers who regularly contribute plants to
Abalimi through her. If you want to contribute plants or
any gardening equipment to our work, please contact
Clare at: 021 67 19 323 or at iclinder@mweb.co.za. Thank
You, Clare and all the volunteers at the “Plant Growers Group”!!!

Simon Egert

Notice Board:

Jenny Smuts with Animators, collecting vegetables for sale to the market.
Left: Jenny’s invention, a circular plant
and harvesting guide.

(back row) Cameron Taswell-Yates, (middle row from left to right) Diana Hoffa, Pamela Smuts, Alison Gilbert, Margie Taswell-Yates, (front
row from left to right) Clare Linder and Cathy Duncan.

Lina, Jan and Wiebke. Lina came from Lithuania, University of
Vilnius, with a degree of Management Information Systems. Her
main project was production of our newsletter No.33. Jan, a
German student of Agriculture at the University of Göttingen,
helped with Abalimi’s Organic Certiﬁcation Pilot, marketing and
project mapping. Both came to Abalimi with European GLEN
program (Global Education Network of Young Europeans –
www.glen-europe.org).
Wiebke, a 19 year old student from Germany came to South
Africa with “AFS intercultural learning” for her gap year.
During that time Wiebke worked to collect stories and images
for Abalimi newsletter No.34. In July 2007 Wiebke went back to
Germany to pick up her studies.
Abalimi was lucky to have Lina, Jan and Wiebke and wishes
them all the best in their personal and professional life!

Abalimi volunteers (from left to right): Lina, Jan and Wiebke.

Jenny Smuts. Jenny Smuts is a permanent volunteer with
Abalimi. She marches alongside us through the ups and
downs, always helps where she can, is involved in many
things and never lets us down. In the last few months, Jenny
organised the link between Abalimi and the market. She set
up a system where vegetable orders from The Ethical
Cooperative, an on-line marketplace for organic products at
www.ethical.org.za, are given to Abalimi animators who
identify and collect surplus vegetables from the community
gardens once a week. The money from the sales is paid
directly into the community garden bank accounts. At the
time of writing there are 15 participating community gardens.
Jenny also supports some of Abalimi’s staff members with
driving lessons! Every day Jenny amazes us with her commitment
and effort. We at Abalimi really appreciate Jenny and thank
her for being on our side!
We would dearly like to thank the following
people for their wonderful donations-in-kind
The Volunteer Plant Growers Group organised by
Clare Linder for lots of trees and plants.
Jenny Smuts for Razor Wire to secure 2 gardens, also
sponsoring the design of a beautiful new planting
calendar.
Digital Colour Centre who co-sponsored the new
planting calendar.
All those wonderful folks who donated various items
including a fridge, a stove, straw and other goodies.
Oneword Design who kindly host our website no
charge and also contribute in many other ways.
Just Do It Foundation and Neutrog who together
donated several tons of Rapid Raiser organic fertiliser.

Change of address? Should your addresses / contact details change, please notify our admin ofﬁce so we can rectify
our mailing list.
Cheques should be made out to ABALIMI BEZEKHAYA
otherwise they are not bankable.
Volunteers are welcome!
We welcome all volunteers. In particular, we seek selfmotivated volunteers who are looking to commit for longer
periods. At the moment, we especially seek the following skills:
• There are plenty of community gardens who need extra
hands on a regular basis to help with weeding and other
green ﬁnger tasks!
• Librarian – to assist us with restructuring and developing
our resource library.
• Social impact researcher – to assist with articulating and
documenting the most powerful results of our work –
that is, the social beneﬁts.
• Drip irrigation specialist – to ﬁnalise our ﬁeld tests and set
up a special drip-irrigation training and deployment project.
• Legal eagles who like to give ongoing pro-bono support
(as if it was paid for) to highly effective social proﬁt agencies.
• Black professionals who love gardening and nature who would
love to sit on our Governing Board.
• IT specialist to help with our little problems.
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